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HOMELESS YOUTH NATIONALLY

· In many cases, homeless youth leave home to escape problems in the home such as physical and sexual abuse, drug abuse, and severe family conflict.  An estimated 46 percent of homeless youth have been physically abused, and 17 percent have experienced unwanted sexual activity by a family or household member.  An estimated 66 percent reported having an alcoholic parent.

· Some youth may become homeless when their families suffer financial crises resulting from lack of affordable housing, limited employment opportunities, insufficient wages, no medical insurance, or inadequate welfare benefits.  These youth become homeless with their families, but are later separated from them by shelter, transitional housing, or child welfare policies.

· Because of their age, homeless youth have few legal means by which they can earn enough money to meet basic needs.  Many homeless adolescents find that exchanging sex for food, clothing, and shelter is their only chance of survival on the streets.  Because of this, homeless youth are at a greater risk of contracting sexually transmitted diseases such as AIDS or HIV-related illnesses. 

· Homeless adolescents often suffer from severe anxiety and depression, poor health and nutrition, and low self-esteem.  Familial substance abuse co-occurs with youth substance abuse, youth suicide attempts and other behavioral problems. 

· Almost half the homeless youth were told by their parents to leave home. 

· A very high percentage of homeless youth have had previous institutional placements.  Twenty percent of youth arriving at federally funded shelters came from foster care; 25 percent had been in foster care within the past year. 

ARIZONA’S HOMELESS YOUTH

· It is estimated that each day in Arizona 1,900 youth under 18 are on their own and homeless.  In January 2002, only 356 youth under 18 were documented to be living in a motel, shelter or in transitional housing.

· In 2001, Arizona law enforcement agencies received 5,684 runaway reports.  The number of runaway reports annually has been roughly consistent over the past three years.  

· Only seven Arizona counties have programs serving homeless youth, leaving youth in the remaining eight counties without critical resources.  This number has not changed in four years. A combination of federal, state and private funds support these programs.  

· Arizona has a total of 145 emergency beds in 12 emergency shelter facilities for homeless youth under 19.  The majority of these beds (76 percent or 110 beds), however, are reserved for youth in the child welfare or juvenile corrections systems.  Approximately 35 beds (24 percent) are flexible community beds and can serve “non-system” youth.  Since 1999, only seven more beds were added for non-system youth.  

· In 2001, 3,204 homeless youth sought services and 2,233 received services through community-based programs for homeless youth meaning 70 percent of youth who sought services by existing providers got some help. 

· These programs served a diverse population of homeless youth.  Forty-five percent (45 percent) of the homeless youth served were Anglo, 33 percent were Hispanic, 12 percent were African American, and 4 percent were Native American. The youth were slightly more likely to be female (52 percent) than male (48 percent).

· Twenty-seven per cent of the youth receiving community-based services for homeless youth noted that they were abandoned by their parents or left to fend for themselves, while 11per cent said they ran away from home.

ARIZONA ACTION  

· The Arizona State Legislature established a Homeless Youth Intervention Program (HYIP) which began on January 1, 2000 with an appropriation of $400,000 per year in federal TANF block grant funds.  

· The goal of the HYIP program is family reunification or increased self-sufficiency skills for the youth when family reunification is not an option.  The program’s focus is to provide 24-hour crisis services, family reunification, job training and employment assistance, assistance in obtaining shelter, transitional and independent living services, character education and other services necessary to meet the needs for the youth to achieve self-sufficiency.
· The HYIP direct service providers include Tumbleweed Center for Youth Development, Open Inn, Inc. and Our Town Family Center.  The providers serve Maricopa, Pima and Yavapai Counties.

· Of the youths served in fiscal year 2002 by the program, 62 percent reported being abused (e.g., physical, sexual, and/or emotional abuse); 65 percent reported being raised in drug or alcohol dependent families; 75 percent of the youth reported running away from home or being kicked out of their home.  Additionally, more than one-third of youths served reported mental health problems. 

· The HYIP program was able to engage 66 percent of youth referred into services.  Ninety-seven percent (97 percent) of youth who agreed to meet with HYIP staff went on to participate in services.  The majority of youth completed some goals and 63 percent of youth had a positive resolution through family reunification.  

· Recommendations by the Arizona Office of the Auditor General to improve HYIP include addressing the behavioral needs of the youths served (e.g., drug use and mental health problems) and increasing family involvement.3  Using the Youth Development Model, HYIP providers believe it is first critical for the youth to meet basic need related goals concerning food, shelter and safety, and gain confidence in the ability to positively influence the direction of his or her life. The providers agree that once these basic needs are met, addressing substance abuse and mental health issues is important.
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