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        Denver Public Schools Fact Sheet

	Denver Public School District

	Number of Schools: 148

	Average School Size:  489

	CO Average School Size:  458


	Denver Student Profile

	 
	Number
	Percent

	American Indian
	857
	1%

	Asian or Pacific Islander
	2258
	3%

	Black (Not Hispanic)
	13744
	19%

	Hispanic
	41524
	57%

	White (Not Hispanic)
	14029
	19%

	Free and Reduced Lunch
	44054
	64%

	Total Pupils
	72412
	100%


· Graduation Rate:  Denver Public School District's graduation rate was 55 percent for the class of 2004.  5847 students were enrolled in 2000's freshman class, while 3205 graduated in 2004.  Denver ranks 159 out of 174 districts in graduation rate.
· CSAP Improvement:  Denver Public School District ranks 93 out of 151 districts in CSAP gains made since 1997.  DPS's percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced has increased an average of 0.82 points annually since 1997.
· CSAP Scores:  The chart below indicates the percentage of students scoring proficient or higher, averaged across grades, for both Denver Public Schools and the state of Colorado.  Black, Hispanic, and white students in DPS score lower than the state average in writing, reading, and math.  
	Average CSAP Scores* Across Grades for Denver Public School District

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Writing
	Reading
	Math

	 
	Denver Public Schools
	Colorado
	Denver Public Schools
	Colorado
	Denver Public Schools
	Colorado

	Black
	27.6%
	36.4%
	37.9%
	47.3%
	19.9%
	30.9%

	Hispanic
	19.4%
	31.0%
	28.3%
	41.8%
	20.0%
	33.5%

	White
	62.4%
	65.0%
	73.7%
	78.0%
	57.2%
	58.2%


*Percentages represent students scoring proficient or advanced on the 2005 CSAP

Remediation Rates:  In 2004, 1093 graduates of Denver high schools entered higher education in Colorado.  Of these, 540 (49.4%) were assessed for remediation, indicating that they were not prepared for college.  The statewide remediation rate in 2004 was 30 percent.
(continued on reverse)
The Achievement Gap In Denver Public School District
The charts below show how CSAP scores have changed for black, white, and Hispanic students in Denver Public Schools between 1999 and 2005 in selected subjects and grades.  Over the past few years, scores have remained flat for most groups in grade 4 writing and reading, while scores for all students improved in grade 5 math, with gains greatest for white students.  In grade 8 the achievement gap has remained constant or grown in writing and math.  In grade 10 the achievement gap between white and Hispanic students has grown in writing, reading, and math. [image: image1.emf]2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999
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About The Graphs





These graphs show how average scores on the CSAP test have changed over time for black, Hispanic, and white students in Greeley. Each year, students take the CSAP test in reading, writing, and math and receive a “scale score” on each CSAP test they take.  Each scale score is associated with a particular performance category.  For example, in fourth grade writing students with scale scores below 414 were “unsatisfactory”, those with scale scores between 414 and 484 were “partially proficient”; those with scale scores between 485 and 553 were “proficient”, and those with scale scores above 553 were “advanced”.  


To create the graphs, an average scale score was computed for each subgroup for each school in the district.  Next, school means were averaged across the entire district. These graphs plot these district means over the past several years.  The dotted purple lines superimpose the cutoffs for each proficiency category.
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