 2005 KIDS COUNT Conference Evaluations: Comments and Recommendations
I.  Overall Comments and Recommendations
· Schedule conference in late August

· Make handouts for all presentations available to conference attendees since many workshops occur simultaneously

· Have conference closer to hip and happening places located downtown
· This is an outstanding opportunity to learn from your peers and presenters  Thanks for providing the recognition to Bill O’Hare, a fun and tastefully done event 

· Send the conference’s schedule of events in a normal word format

· Everything was great and well organized
· It was easier to network because the event was in one location

· On-site registration was very convenient

· Hotel’s guest services were a bit harsh and not precise

· Have a workshop or meeting with organizations that don’t do advocacy work

· The thirty minute breaks were too frequent /  Make more time available for networking

· Continue to involve state level folks in panels

· A wonderful well-planned conference and topics were on target
· KC presenters gave useful information; however, more outsiders ( national and/or local media reps) should be considered to present

· Well organized and well done /  I appreciate the time and effort the Casey Foundation puts into developing the conference

· This conference was the best I’ve attended so far /  I really liked the mix of state and national data

· Felt like royalty – everything was 1st class from the staff organizing to facilities and presenters

· Excellent, I learned so much about resources and other ways of seeing issues

· Incredibly well organized and planned 

· I loved networking with other grantees and Bill O’Hare’s tribute was great

· Provided a good mixture of policy sessions and technical / data sessions

· This is a wonderful conference / I appreciate the opportunity to attend

· The conference gets better each year

· This is my second year, and I remain excited about the opportunity to learn about programs and new ideas /  The KC providers are a bright group of folks 

· I learned more than at the previous conference, which is saying a lot

· This is always a great conference!  

II. Plenary Sessions
· May have only needed 1 or 2 of the presenters

· Helped identify opportunities for us to begin conversations around policy issues

· Helped put the Policy Matters draft report into perspective and emphasized that the project is responsive to statewide concerns
· A lot of information to digest

· Agreed with need for better / broader information in prevention raised at session

· Good job - probably didn’t need 6 people /  Fewer people would have created more time for Q&A
· This work seems more useful for agenda setting (legislative, advocacy) and less for press interest

· The Policy Matters report is very useful

· I appreciated Ellen’s comments on some of the sensitive issues / Charter schools are a huge red flag for Texas and could greatly impact our schools financial position
· NCSL representative was an excellent addition

III.  Workshops

1) Expanding Our Reach/ Magnifying Our Voice
· Viewpoint / input from past legislative was very helpful

·  All three presenters were terrific and the discussion afterwards was stimulating
· The presenter (Ted) challenged our thinking, created discussion, and gave good food for thought 
· Importance of message and focus on issue were useful

· Ted Lempert was a dynamic speaker who made good points on how child advocates should act on behalf on children

· Jeff Kush’s presentation was broad but his style was provocative
2) Sustaining Media Interest in KIDS COUNT Work
· I always appreciate the opportunity to talk with professionals in the field
· Very good ideas, comments and discussions

· Informative, reassured me of the importance of building media relations; would liked to have been given handouts

· I was hoping it would be a session addressing how to make KIDS COUNT annual release take a fresher angle  
· Good back and forth discussion

· An important topic, but the presenters did not seem very focused on the issue, and didn’t have any specific ideas that I thought were very helpful

· It would have been helpful to have some written tips

· The reporters were informative and intelligent but I didn’t learn anything new

· It was an interesting discussion that reinforced our current practices
3)  Immigrant Children and Families
· The information on this was valuable to me

4)  Family, Friend and Neighbor Care
· Speaker assumed a lot of knowledge on the part of participants, so many seemed unable to share in discussion
· Information provided many ideas and areas for me to pursue and hopefully improve the care in my state

· Helen Blank was great; another speaker would’ve made it better
· Would have liked to have more information on how to measure neighbor care

· The questions presented for consideration were certainly relevant / This is a topic in need of further discussion

5)  Tabor: What Is It And Why Should You Care

· I found this workshop extremely helpful and relevant to my work

· Please continue to provide information on this topic

· As this issue looms in our state – this workshop was very timely and helpful.  Also, what can I say Mike Laracy rocks!

· Very motivating and energizing / Good ideas for moving forward / I appreciated the info on ballot initiative and legislative initiative 
6)  Getting Ready: Findings from the National School Readiness Indicators Initiative

· Appreciated their honesty and the tireless effort to work with the system and bring people together around the table about turf issues, power, and politics
· As a new KC coordinator and one of the sated in the initiative, this was very useful to get the background of the initiative and its impact

· Great workshop and all presenters were interesting and well informed

· All information provides a wonderful foundation to pursue this issue in my state
· Very interesting to get different state perspectives 

· This is so important – great to have this as the keynote – both speakers were excellent

7)  Measurements of School Completion and Success
· I would suggest a committee to review this topic

8) Racial Equity / Disparity Reductions – A Systems Approach 

· Wonderful presenters
· Through their presentation, Debra and Bart helped to further my understanding of the foundation’s approach of tying the work of KIDS COUNT and sister programs to reducing disparities

· Copies of Bart’s and Debra’s Powerpoint would’ve been helpful

· Highly thought provoking

· The presenters provided a somewhat comprehensive overview of the problem of racial disparities but failed to provide specific, take home, easily implemented solutions

· Well presented and compelling data/ I think this is a deliberate process that needs to be understood, discussed, and funded

9)  Medicaid / CHIP / Developmental Health

· Presenters were very well informed but not exciting or provocative

10) New Research from Frameworks

· Time was too short to dig through everything
· Would love a beginners frameworks training

· Great and helpful to learn about their work on issues of race

· Difficult to hear; it was still timely and interesting
· Very hard to switch thinking

· Session format was a good follow-up to luncheon / Q&A on issues generated good conversation
· Susan and Frank’s information was informative, provocative and really challenged my thinking  / Really, really loved the discussion of racial issues

11) New Data Products of Vulnerable Youth

· Very informative presentation
· Dr. Wertheimer gave an excellent presentation! I learned a lot

· Good and clear information  

· Really advanced my understanding of child welfare data – a critical area for New Jersey

12)  Tools and Techniques for Addressing Racial Disparities

· Good, innovative information; a useful resource for direct service programs.
· I appreciated learning about hand-on, how-to research and materials

13)  Influence / Impact / Leverage

· This topic is so important to all of us / would love to have more in depth interaction 

· Excellent, relevant information to develop policy campaigns
· The information provided by Kaye and Jane was excellent in providing new ways of moving to work and deepening the impact
· Relevant to how we as an advocacy organization exercise our influence
14)  The American Community Survey; New Opportunities and New Challenges

· Include Puerto Rico in survey count
· Focus on this during the mid-year technical assistance meeting
· I received very helpful information 

· Information was helpful in every respect

15)  New Innovative KIDS COUNT Products

· Great to see what others are doing creatively
· Very informative and good presenters

· Very engaging; I appreciated the honesty regarding the pros, cons, and cost

· This session was very helpful, fun and offered inspirational ideas

· Great ideas!  I especially appreciated the input from Mark Gregor with Velir

16)  Youth Count: Exploring How KIDS COUNT Grantees Addresses Youth Issues

· Good, relevant strategies to focus on preparing youth population for adulthood
· We are focusing some of our efforts on this topic and this workshop was very helpful  
· The presenters were good / I liked knowing about KC grantees that are working on early childhood / This is should be included more in KIDS COUNT work 

17)  National Indicators Initiatives 

· Good overview of other sources of data


· Great resource – love those websites!

18)  Return on Public Investments

· Seemed like a lot of “fuzzy mouth” because Families USA suggests you can get data to say anything you want

· Great workshop! Well done and very useful
· Had hoped for more info on applying process to other issues

· Very interesting material
· Provided another way to look at data and a way to show improvements in numbers

· Teen pregnancy prevention was very interesting and a second speaker would’ve been beneficial

· I would have liked to hear more about a greater variety research and greater number of resources – rather than so many details about fewer studies

· Good knowledgeable panel with timely information!  Really liked the what if done by the National Campaign

· The materials on healthcare are immediately useful as we try and push our legislature to fund Medicaid this year

IV.   Keynote / Technical Assistance / Network Fair / Closing Session

1)  Keynote Luncheon:  From the Self Making Person to Opportunity for All: Rethinking Our Thinking on Race

· Needed more information on American prejudice and inclusion of the “big square states” where they may have gotten a  different viewpoint

· Great presentation

· Frank talked too long and Susan’s presentation was too slow
· Susan needed a PowerPoint 

· Frameworks research is excellent and incredibly useful

· Excellent presentation of how the public perceives discrimination, racism, and disparities

· Fabulous presentation and very useful for understanding racism
· Copy of  Susan’s PowerPoint presentation or handout would’ve been beneficial

· Liked Frank’s presentation style, but he spent too much time talking about the group results and not enough on what does work or time for Q&A
· Speakers were very knowledgeable and insightful 

· Innovative and challenging information / Susan should’ve used a PowerPoint 
· Engagingly presented and enlightening.  Pumped up the luncheon’s energy
· Frameworks and KIDS COUNT relationship is so important - keep it going!

· I wrote down the frames she used and have already tried to re-write a policy paper with more deliberate use of the frames she suggested
2)  One-on-One Technical Assistance

· Very valuable; Thank you for offering this.
· Useful, but hard to accomplish everything in 15 minutes

· Suggestions were valuable – hope we can implement what we learned.
· Needed more time but was still able to learn a lot

· Very timely, relevant and helpful assistance
· Provided great assistance and were willing to ponder my questions and come up with ideas and resources
· I appreciate these guys because of the breadth of their knowledge / They were helpful on using websites for developmental youth

· An incredible opportunity to have the experts available to answer and provide guidance / Would love to have more time

3)  KIDS COUNT Network Fair

· Lost a lot of people with the two hour delay
· Too late in the day and too long
· Appreciated the opportunity to meet and talk with other KIDS COUNT grantees

· A wonderful way to connect to the work of other states in an informal setting.

· Information more likely to be of long term use

· Low attendance due to states not showing

· Susan and Frank were powerful in their delivery / It opened up the meaning of messaging and framing

· Great opportunity to learn first hand what other grantees are doing

· It was good having the hospitality room in with the networking fair

· A great opportunity to see old friends and learn 

· I would like to see more states participate / It would help to have it at a time when everyone is around / Allow time for web site exploration

· I would like to participate in smaller group sessions during which the participants discuss their work - similar to state feedback roundtables

· Change time to right after last session and let people go earlier on Thursday

· Disappointed in the number of grantees who participated

· I question the value or timing because everybody went out for dinner
· I was very appreciative of those who were willing to share / Wish we were all that generous, and willing to put themselves “on the line” for others to critique

· Schedule before the evening – lost too many people

4)  Closing Plenary – Creating a Future for Immigrant Students

· Excellent to have young immigrants on the panel

· Refreshing - great to hear from young people! / This should happen more often
· Extremely enlightening workshop
· Refreshing!  Great to create awareness to a problem that was not on my radar /  I would love a DVD or VHS tape with the young people’s stories

· Excellent presentation, very motivating for the cause

· This could have been its own conference 

5)  State Feedback Roundtables
· The roundtables were exceptionally useful this year

· Really good information

· This was especially helpful to me / I was much better prepared to interact with my peers and appreciated the opportunity / I suggested that we perhaps could have quarterly regional call to share project updates and questions
V.  Suggested Workshops
1. Youth Violence

2. Minority Specific Data

3. Children Abuse

4. Child Care Issues

5. Frameworks: Public perception of lobbying

6. Early Childhood Education

7. Economic Security
8. Prenatal care for Undocumented Women
9. Children / Families of Multiple Ethnicities
10. Website development ( TA assistance)
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