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Despite a genuinely bleak and polarized political environment, one finds equally genuine examples of Republicans and Democrats working together on an agenda important to the Annie E. Casey Foundation and its KIDS COUNT grantees. On both the federal and state level, policy solutions are being crafted to improve the well-being of children, their families and communities. Individual development accounts are but one example where both parties are collaborating at the federal and state levels. 

 
In the brown bag discussion on October 27, Ed Hatcher, president of The Hatcher Group, will identify proven strategies that lead to bipartisan breakthroughs. It is based on his extensive work promoting state and federal Earned Income Tax Credits, his years on Capitol Hill, and on a series of interviews he conducted recently with key Congressional staff members on non-partisan advocacy. These interviews were conducted with key staff members who are pushing for legislation on issues important to the Annie E. Casey Foundation and KIDS COUNT. 

From all of this, he has identified three “non-partisan” and “bipartisan” strategies that seem to be particularly effective in attracting broad-based political support among federal and state legislators. These include:

· Approaching lawmakers with messages that speak to their core values;

· Convincing members that their own constituents have a stake in the issue;

· Engaging lawmakers in public outreach efforts (such as free tax assistance campaigns) so that they will feel invested and become policy allies (on issues like the Earned Income Tax Credit).

In his discussion, Ed will make frequent reference to the attached guide Connecting Elected Officials & Free Tax Assistance Campaigns: A Resource Guide. Please have a copy of this guide with your during his remarks.  We think you will find this a useful and productive discussion and hope you can join us on October 27.
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