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State Policy Questions Regarding Family, Friend and Neighbor Care
· What is your state’s threshold for regulated family child care? For example:  How many children is a provider allowed to care for before being required to be regulated (and does this count related children and how is related defined)?
· What is the process for becoming a regulated provider? (What types of barriers may providers encounter in trying to become regulated?  What policies does the state have to facilitate the process?)

· What types of care are funded by the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)?
· What is your state’s policy towards reimbursing in-home child care (care provided in a child’s home) used by families receiving assistance?

· What are the standards for FFN providers who receive public funds?

· Is there a backlog for getting a criminal background check (if required)?

· What are your state’s policies for informing parents who receive assistance of their options for child care?  
· Is information on the child care subsidy system available for parents and providers in multiple languages?

· What are the reimbursement rates for FFN providers receiving CCDBG funds?  How are rates set? (i.e. does the state rely on survey data, or do they base the rate on the regulated family home rate or something else?) How do they compare to rates for regulated providers?
· Is your rate structure flexible enough to reflect the needs of FFN providers whether providing part-time care, before and after-school care, care for infants and children with special needs, or care for an extended period of time?
· Can FFN providers qualify for higher reimbursement rates if they meet additional requirements (short of being licensed)? What are the requirements?
· Do states offer higher rates for odd-hour care and are these higher reimbursement rates available to FFN providers?

· Does your state invest CCDBG quality funds (or state dollars) in initiatives to support FFN care and is information available in multiple languages? How do you reach out to FFN providers?
· Does your state support efforts or actively work to recruit FFN to regulated care?

· Does your state support a network of resource and referral agencies? Are FFN providers able to participate in provider trainings, CPR classes, lending/resource libraries?
· Do the resource and referral agencies support or list unregulated providers?

· Does your state have a parent education, Early Head Start, or home-visiting program that is available to FFN providers?
· Does your state allow FFN providers who receive CCDBG funds to participate in the Child and Adult Care Food Program without requiring that they be licensed?

· What are your state’s prekindergarten program’s transportation policies?  Does your state pay for transportation and if so, can children be dropped of at locations other than their own homes (i.e. FFN providers)?
· What are your state’s policies for reimbursing FFN providers who provide wrap- around care for children in part -day prekindergarten programs?

· Does your state have an initiative to address infant and toddler care (either as a separate initiative or a set-aside component of a prekindergarten program) that is used to support FFN care?
· Does your state have data on the number of children cared for by unregulated providers?  Does your state collect and analyze any demographic information of unregulated providers?  

· Does you state have a family child care zoning preemption for all small family child care homes regardless of their regulatory status?
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