New Mexico Voices for Children’s Communication Strategy for Tax Policy Campaign

September 2004 – April 2005




Key Events / News Hooks

NMVC Defensive & Offensive Actions

Pre-Legislative 

Session

(Sept. – Dec. 2004)

SEPTEMBER

Governor announces intention to cut

Press interviews (message: tax cuts = spending cuts =





personal income taxes again


net loss for funding healthcare); Headline: “Some leery of









tax cut proposal”









New Mexicans polled on attitudes towards tax cuts




Economic Policy Institute releases nat’l

NMVC releases State of Working New Mexico report




State of Working America report

highlighting poor job quality / wage issues; lays ground-









work for later papers showing failure of tax cuts to









stimulate growth in quality jobs

OCTOBER






NMVC hosts Legislative Finance Committee lunch to ed-









ucate members of committee re: need for tax policy re-









form; Senator volunteers to sponsor bill to freeze imple-









mentation of personal income tax cut for one year

NOVEMBER

Early budget estimates show cuts 

NMVC begins identifying and talking with families harmed




in Medicaid budget



by cuts made to Medicaid budget in previous year to









link spending cuts to tax cuts and show harm to families









and children




Governor pushes more tax cuts

Headline: “Lawmakers Question Guv’s Tax-Cut 









Proposal”

DECEMBER

Legislative

Session

Jan – Mar 2005)

JANUARY

Legislative session begins


NMVC holds press conference on Medicaid cuts – harm to




(mid January)



families, links spending cuts to tax cuts and call for freeze









on tax cuts









NMVC participates in press conference with sponsors of









bill to freeze tax cut for one year

FEBRUARY






NMVC releases results of our poll showing deep, bi-









partisan support among New Mexicans for sufficient 









state investment in education/healthcare before









more tax cuts; Headline: “Poll Finds Support For




Key Events / News Hooks

NMVC Defensive & Offensive Actions

Scrapping Income Tax Cuts”




Administration responds: Headline:

NMVC generates letters to editor




“Gov.’s Staff Heaps Praise on Tax Cuts”









NMVC Op Ed appears in state’s largest newspaper:









“Kids Hurt by Governor’s Useless Tax Cuts”




Gov’s business allies respond with

NMVC generates letters to the editor




rebuttal op ed: “Tax Cuts Part of 




Forward-Thinking Agenda for N.M.”







Legislative

Session

FEBRUARY  (cont’d)





NMVC releases report Personal Income Tax Cuts Do Not









Equal Economic Growth









Headlines:  “Researcher: Income Tax Cuts Haven’t 









Created Jobs”; Tax Cuts Not Delivering Economic









Boost”









NMVC generates letters to the editor









On-going tax stories generated; Headlines: “Horse Race









on For Tax Cuts”; Governor’s Tax Less, Spend More









Plan May Not Fly”

MARCH







NMVC releases report Who’s Minding The Store?









New Mexico’s Income Tax Cut: Poor Performance,









Wrong Choice









Headline: “Tax Cuts Equal Job Loss?









NMVC generates letters to the editor









Editorial and column published during last week of legislative









session: Funding Pre-school Does More Good









Than Tax Cuts; During Roll Call Who Will Stand Up









For Children?









Headline: “Guv Pulls Back On Tax Cut”




Legislative Session ends

Post Legislative

Session

(Mar-Apr 2005)

APRIL


Tax Day




NMVC publishes two op eds on tax policy









(messages: tax fairness; shared prosperity)









NMVC radio commentary on tax day airs









(message: tax fairness and shared responsibility;









 tax cuts = wrong priorities)
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